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Weekly Class News 

From the kindergarten classroom of Mrs. Koch 
 

E-mail: mkoch@wggators.org  Phone Number: (414) 486-6347 

October 18th – 22nd, 2010 
 

Highlights: 

FIRST SIX WEEKS – It’s hard to believe the first six weeks of school are over! Now that the children are 
acclimated to the full day of school and know all our classroom routines and expectations, our focus will shift to 
achieving all our academic goals. There is important information on the back of this newsletter explaining 
several things that will be starting up this week. Please take the time to read over this information. 
 
PUMPKIN FARM THANK YOU – Our trip to the pumpkin farm was a great success and the kids had a great 
experience at the farm. Thank you to all the parents who came along with us – I appreciate your help! 
 
EARLY RELEASE DAY – Just a reminder that Wednesday is an early release day. Students will be dismissed at 
11:30 that day, and no lunch will be served.  
 
HARVEST PARTY AND COSTUME PARADE – On Wednesday, October 27th, Willow Glen will be having our 
annual costume parade and we will have a classroom party to celebrate fall. Your child may bring a costume to 
school on that Wednesday – we will change into our costumes after lunch and wear them for our party and the 
parade. If you signed up to send something for the party, or to help on the day of the party, I will be sending 
home reminders to you later this week. 
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Helping Your Child Succeed in School 

 
 
Now that we are in full swing, I am going to begin sending home a small amount of homework a few 
nights a week. This homework is intended to reinforce skills and concepts we are learning in the 

classroom and provide your child with opportunities for additional practice. The things I send home 
are also meant to strengthen the home-school connection and help your child begin to learn good 
homework habits. 
 
Here is what will be starting this week: 
 

 Word Study Notebooks – Tuesdays and Thursdays will be the nights that Word Study 
notebooks come home. More specific information about the assignments will be found in the 
notebook. Each time the notebook comes home, there will be a short literacy activity to 
complete. Please help your child remember to bring their notebook back the following day. 

 

 Class Made Books – We have learned a lot about books, reading and writing by creating our 
own books. This week, I will begin sending these books home with the kids. The books should 

be returned the following day, so that everyone has a chance to take the book home. 
 
 In addition to these two new things, please remember the following: 
 

 It is very important that you are reading to and with your child every night for a minimum of 
10 minutes. This is THE MOST IMPORTANT thing you can do to help your child be 
successful in school. If you need suggestions for books, or even if you need some books, 
please let me know! 

 

 Little paper books will continue to be sent home on a regular basis. When these books come 
home, please encourage your child to read the book as independently as possible. These are 
predictable, patterned books that we have practiced reading many times in class, so your 
child should have them mostly memorized. Encourage your child to finger point while reading 
and make sure that the word they are pointing to matches the word they are saying. 

 

 The math Home Links that are sent home are meant to give you ideas for things you can do 
at home to bring math to life. Occasionally, the home link will ask your child to find 
something at home, draw it and bring it back to share. The kids do love to bring these back 
and share what they found, so I encourage you to have your child bring them back when 

directed on the sheet. 

 

 
Finally, I understand that we all lead very busy lives and sometimes there just isn’t enough 

time at the end of the day to get everything done. While these activities are important, 

please do not get overly stressed out over the completion of the activities.  Working with 
your child for 5 or 10 minutes in the evening will help your child meet our academic 

expectations, However, this homework is not graded and I don’t want it to interfere with 

family time, reading time, or bed time. I’d like to see every child complete every activity, but 
if there is a night when you can’t get to the homework, it’s OK       

 

   
 


